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www.hollywoodriviera.org

2010-11 Officers and Directors

President
Roberta Blowers
310-930-1322

First VP (Programs)
Janet Kaplan
310-780-9641

Second VP (Membership) 
Judy Brunetti
310-378-5616

Secretary
Judy English
310-378-0361

Co-treasurer &
Public Relations
Voc Gregorian
310-710-9080 

Co-treasurer
Cindy Costantino
310-376-1845

Newsletter Editor
Geneva Martin
310-378-9767

Hospitality Chair
Nancy Mansfield-Staudt
310-378-5334

Landscape Chair
Karen Lent
310-375-6539

Community Liaison
Pam Popovich
310-375-8729

Traffic Liaison
Mike Guidry
310-373-1944

Mailing Chair
Diane Miltimore

Webmaster/Photographer 
Julian Chasin
310-373-6314

The following RHA Officers can be contacted
through their e-mail:

president@hollywoodriviera.org
secretary@hollywoodriviera.org
treasurer@hollywoodriviera.org  
dues@hollywoodriviera.org
newsletter@hollywoodriviera.org 
traffic@hollywoodriviera.org 
landscape@hollywoodriviera.org 
photog@hollywoodriviera.org
webmaster@hollywoodriviera.org 
scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org

I M P O R T A N T  P H O N E  N U M B E R S

Emergency Only 

City of Torrance - General Number

Airport Noise Abatement

City Council/Mayor’s Office

Community Development

Community Services

Library Services

Fire/Administration

Police/Information

Public Works

Water Emergency (after hours)

Torrance Animal Control

Transit

Animal Control (L.A. County)

Street Light Repair (Edison)

911

310-328-5310

310-784-7950

310-618-2801

310-618-5990

310- 618-2930

310- 618-5959

310-781-7000

310-328-3456

310-781-6900

310-781-7042

310-618-3850

310- 618-6266

310-523-9566

800-655-4555

In
Riviera
Village

Next
Door toPost Office

Looking for a Good Old
Fashion Family Physician?

Leland G. Whitson, M.D.
1711 Via El Prado, Suite 201
Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277

www.drlelandwhitson.com
(310) 698-5252

WE ACCEPT MOST PPO'S, MEDICARE & CASH. SORRY NO HOMO'S, NO MEDI-CAL

*Longtime Hollywood Riviera Resident

Pet Sitting & Dog Walking
Insured * Bonded * Licensed

Bridgett Krause
310-308-0585
sbcrittersitter@aol.com

www.southbaycrittersitter.com

South Bay Critter Sitter
"Loving your pets in your home"

  Pet Sitting Services
• Mid-Day Walks

• Feeding/Watering 
• Pooper Scooper Service

• Horse Care
• House Sitting 

• Medication Administration
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Membership Form
JOIN the Riviera Homeowners Association (RHA) for 2010-2011

Your dues are an important contribution to our community. They allow us to provide scholarships to college 
bound students and donations to elementary and middle schools. They are also used to sponsor general meet-
ings in the Riviera on topics important to our community. They finance our communications and allow us 
to keep members informed on important issues being discussed in the City. Your dues allow us to thank the 
City when they are doing a great job and to express our concern when our property interests are impacted. If 
you are not a member, please consider joining. It is a small sum, well invested.

Membership runs from September thru August. Since our new membership and business year has 
begun, it’s time to join or renew your membership in the Rivera Homeowners Association today 
and help support the interests of our community. Membership dues are only $25 a year . Please fill 

out the form below or update the mailing label on reverse, enclose your check payable to “Riviera Homeowners 
Association”, and mail to RHA Membership, P.O. Box 1074, Torrance, CA 90505. Or, you can renew or join 
online through our PayPal system-it is quick and secure! Go to our website at www.hollywoodriviera.org

(Please note: Your street and/or email address are never shared with any third parties, and are
used only for the purpose of notifying our members about upcoming events and other important
information.)
Name: 												           Address: 						   
City: 													            Zip: 		

Do you receive emails from us? If not, and you would like to be on our list,
please provide us with your email address:
Email:														            

$25 Annual Membership for 2010-11 (Sept.-Aug.)

Additional contributions are always welcome! 	 $50 	 $100 		  Other:____

P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505 Serving The Hollywood Riviera Community Since The 1940S

Riviera Homeowners Association
the

President’s Message:  What is the health of the RHA?

Well, to be quite honest NEEDS 
IMPROVEMENT. Our reserve revenues 
are down which is why we have taken 
measures to cut costs in getting our infor-
mation out to you. 

Also general meeting attendance some-
times is mediocre, except for special occa-
sions.  

This brings me to this message, by the 
time you read this we had our board 
member elections and we have had few 
changes and the rest have agreed to con-
tinue being the dedicated hard working 
wonderful people who have served self-
lessly for many terms. 

I also want to recognize the few that have 
chosen to step down from their positions. 
I would like to thank both, Geneva Mar-
tin and Karen Lent, for their dedication 
and commitment to this community, as 
well as being great contributors to this 
RHA Board. We will miss them from 
the board but I am sure they will stay 
involved in our community RHA.

The Riviera Homeowner Association 
is the organization representing our 
neighborhood which brings me to the 
definition of the word “Neighborhood”: 
Distinctive area -a district with charac-
teristics that distinguish it from the areas 
around it. By definition describes how 
we are codependent on maintaining the 
quaintness we have long sense enjoyed, 
but that requires input from the actual 
residents that live within that district. 
Several things as President I have seen 
what we need are:

A. That more households decide to send 
in their membership dues, and yes it is a 
small amount for each of us which can 
go a long way if more of us would make a 
point of contributing by the beginning of 
next term Sept. 2011. (Our neighborhood 
consists of about 3500 households.)

B.  Attend the General Meetings:  We 
now have a Great VP. Who is in charge 
of developing subjects for said meetings?  
Send in suggestions to 1st VP (Programs) 
via webmaster if you have not seen some-
thing that interests you.

C.  Communicate anytime to board 
members via our website with concerns 
or praises. As well as visiting the website 
to see latest news regarding RHA and 
Community links to our City of Torrance  
and other interesting tidbits of informa-
tion.

As with most health issues there is some-
thing that we can do about them. Follow 
certain steps:

As outlined above are the starting points 
and I am optimistic that as more of this 
wonderful neighborhood homeowners 
get involved then we can become more of 
what they need in serving them. Let us 
know of any suggestions offered by mem-
bers and homeowners via webmaster at 
our board meetings to make sure we are 
representing you the actual RHA. 

Plus we are really looking forward to the 
next general meeting June 8, 2011 we are 
still developing the subject, which isn’t 
completely in place before my deadline of 
this message.

But I can tell you we will announce and 
present the Scholarship Awards during 
that program SO PLEASE ATTEND.  
I would like to thank those residents that 
are continually faithful in their member-
ship and contributions. “If you would like 
to check your current status as a Riviera 
Homeowners Association member, please 
log on to our website at www.Hollywoo-
dRiviera.org. There you will find your 
address listed (not your name) and your 
active or non-active status beside the 
address.”

Sincerely,
Roberta Blowers, 
DDS
RHA President

P.S. We as a board are looking forward to 
have a great October Meeting in the Fall. 
Have a great Summer.

*The Riviera Homeowners Association is not responsible 
for the mailing of the Riviera Living. Please contact 
Rick Rizzo with N2 Publications if you or any of your 
neighbors are not getting the publication and want to be 
included on the mailing list. Rick.rizzo@n2pub.com
310-734-9113
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P.O. Box 1074 - Torrance, CA 90505 Serving The Hollywood Riviera Community Since The 1940S

Riviera Homeowners Association
the

Scholarships 2011

Get a head start. Think about submitting your application for the 
2011 scholarship awards. The applications are due by March 1, 
2011. The RHA college scholarship awards are given to graduating 
seniors in the Hollywood Riviera. Awards are based on academic 
excellence, participation in school activities, teacher recommenda-
tions and community service. Interested seniors can get applica-
tion information from their college counselor at South High. If you 
do not attend South High or have questions, please read click on 
scholarship information on the RHA website or contact Judy Bru-
netti, RHA Scholarship Chair at:  
scholarships@hollywoodriviera.org.

Riviera HOA Announcements RHA Next General Meeting: 
Refinancing Options

Wednesday, June 8, 2011, 7 p.m.
Did you want to know about refinancing options? 
Attend a panel discussion 
Presented by local lenders

Richardson Middle School Cafeteria
23571 Nancy Lee Lane (off of Newton)

www.absolutecustomlandscape.com
absolutecustomlandscape@live.com

Absolute Custom Landscape

Dave Cardone - owner

310-227-7313
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    Joshua Davidson, M.D.

Allergic Rashes & Swelling

Asthma

Contact Allergies

Food Allergies

Hay Fever

Hives

Immune System Disorders

Insect Sting Allergies

Medication Allergies

310-534-4494
3400 Lomita Blvd., #301

Torrance, CA 90505
joshua.davidson@me.com • www.davidsonallergy.com

Currently accepting new patients, children & adults. I accept PPO and most HMO plans. 
As part of the diagnosis and treatment of these issues, I offer skin testing for food and 

environmental allergies, allergy treatment and asthma testing.

kids2kids

The Pugliese Kids
Photography by CMS Portraiture

Name: Bianca Pugliese	
Age: 11
School: Richardson Middle School
Grade: 6
Favorite color: Turquoise & Orange
Favorite activities: Painting/Drawing; Piano
Favorite vacation: New York (Long Island) and Hawaii (Maui)
Favorite video game: Just Dance 2 on Wii
Favorite sport: Tennis and Volleyball
Favorite Food: Italian & any salad
Birthday month: July

Name: Tiana Pugliese	
Age: 15
School: South High School
Grade: 10
Favorite color: Red
Favorite activities: Swimming, surfing with my buddies, volley-
ball, sleeping, and being around my crazy friends
Favorite vacation: Hawaii
Favorite video game: Just Dance 2 on Wii
Favorite sport: Swimming, surfing and volleyball
Favorite Food: Everything!
Birthday month: May
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John H. Trotter, DDS, MS OrthodonticsJohn H. Trotter, DDS, MS Orthodontics

310-373-0093

Please visit our website @ www.TrotterOrthodontics.com

Located in the Riviera Village/ Riviera Professional Building
1706 South Elena Ave., Suite D, Redondo Beach, CA, 90277

Diplomate, 
American Board of Orthodontics

Pets: 1 Dog - Taco

Profession: Investment Manager & Lawyer

Favorite Activities and hobbies: Running, Yoga, Softball

Favorite Restaurants: Chez Mélange, Red Car, Lomita  
Thai Cafe

Favorite Vacation spot: Hawaii, Bali

Favorite Family Dinner: Everything on the grill

What activities are they involved with: Youth sports, Riviera 
Elementary PTA, Torrance Adult Softball

What music do you listen to: Classic rock & yoga music

What are your favorite TV shows: The Office, Entourage

What is your favorite part about living in Riviera: Nice com-
munity, close to the water, beautiful weather 

Family
s p o t l i g h t

Marantz Family
Photography by CMS Portraiture

Owner - Geoff Graue
Hollywood Riviera Resident

Serving the South Bay since 2004

310-373-3126
www.strandtechnology.net

Computers, networking, servers, on-site service and repair

Jon M. Monette DDS Inc
Dentist

1921 S. Catalina Ave #1
Redondo Beach, Ca. 90277

Conveniently located in Riviera Village

310-375-3338

attractive smile to your life.
Looking to bring an 

www.dentistryofredondobeach.com
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BUSINESSbeat
Trotter Orthodontics
By Niki Chanel

The business of straightening teeth is pretty serious stuff – with-
out a good bite, we can’t eat properly; if our teeth are crooked, 
we could starve for friends. Facial appearance may be more 
important now than in any previous time in history, and teeth 
are our front and center introduction to the world.

Enter the orthodontist. Leaders in facial reconstruction (because 
that’s what teeth straightening really is), they are our easiest 
path to a permanently improved appearance to the world and a 
better self image, but it’s a slow process, so you want to find an 
orthodontist with heart… someone you feel comfortable with, 
for the duration of your care.

John Trotter has been in the business for seventeen years, and as 
you enter his office at 1706 South Elena Avenue in the Riviera 
Village, it is obvious that he loves what he is doing. The uncon-
ventional, open design lets in the light and allows for huge 
murals that transport one to an island in the South Seas, Hawaii 
or even down the block. Fish wearing braces hobnob with 
vintage aircraft flying through an untroubled sky, taking your 
mind off of the reason you are here. There are computers for the 
kids and even a movie room for those that have read their fill 
of magazines. He even has a display case for his extensive Hot 
Wheels collection! 

John grew up in Downey then went to USC for his undergrad, 
dental school and orthodontics residency, finishing up with a 
Masters of Science in Cranio-Facial Biology. True to his alma 
mater, John has been teaching every third Tuesday in the Orth-
odontic Department for the last ten years, and yes, he is a Trojan 
fan. After college, he high-tailed it to Redondo Beach, and 
moved into an apartment at Beachbrook Village on Catalina 
Avenue and Ruby Street.

On vacation in Mammoth, friends introduced him to a Redondo 
Beach orthodontist, Ed Givins, DDS. John was invited into the 

business as a partner in 1994 and after eight years, Ed retired. 
Dr. Trotter has kept the business going for seventeen years at 
the same location. “He was a great partner!” says John, who now 
sees the grand-kids of Ed’s patients, as well as the kids of clients 
Dr. Trotter started with in 1994. “Ed passed on a great legacy.” 
Unfortunately, Dr. Givins passed away in February of 2009.

John met his wife, Irene, at USC in ‘91 where she was a student 
in the Dental Hygiene Program. They married in ‘93, and even-
tually moved to Via Colusa near the golf course in the Valmonte 
area of Palos Verdes. They have two sons, Ben and Zack. Ben, 
the younger, is eight and Zack is fifteen. They have an Italian 
exchange student living with them for the school year, Fran-
cesco, who is seventeen. 

The office was redecorated in 2004. John asked the decorator 
to go for a Tommy Bahama look, and it is a success! Clean, airy, 
open, and fun while still maintaining a professional ambiance; all 
the latest technology is tastefully tucked away. Two thirds of his 
patients are kids, so the incentive programs keep kids interested in 
their own oral hygiene – if you brush, you collect “Trotter Tokens” 
to win gift cards for AMC movies, Baskin Robbins ice cream, 
Starbucks or even Tillies clothing coupons, and many more. 

All in all, John feels blessed. “God’s hand put me in this loca-
tion… it was chosen for me.”

If you are looking for a local life-improver that speaks ‘surf ’, 
then John Trotter, DDS is your orthodontist.

Check out the website at www.trotterorthodontics.com , call 
310.373.0093, or stop by the office at 1706 South Elena Ave-
nue, in the Riviera Village of Redondo Beach for a quick sea-
side moment.

If you were a client of Retirement Protection Group,
you would have a friendly, local, professional �nancial advisory �rm that truly cares about your future!

Thomas A. Gray, MBA and Christina Jesperson, MA
are 20+ year veterans of �nancial planning, and are founders of 
Retirement Protection Group. Their emphasis is working one-on-
one with their clients to help them make smart �nancial choices – 
while striving to avoid costly investment mistakes.

Retirement Protection Group (RPG) is a fee-based wealth 
management �rm headquartered in the same Riviera Village 
location for over 10 years!

Call today 310-375-1300 for your free portfolio analysis and 
recommendations to help reach your �nancial goals!

Securities o�ered through Triad Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA & SIPC.

www.retirementpro.com • 322 Vista Del Mar,  Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Are your Retirement Savings 
Professionally Managed?
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New Smiles Dentistry

Dr. Steve Tassone has been gently treating patients 
from the Hollywood Riviera for over 20 years. He is 
dedicated to providing you with the highest level of 

preventative and cosmetic dentistry available 
while maintaining ultimate patient comfort. 

Dr. Tassone is a graduate of USC , a 
school which has an ongoing tradition 

of excellence in dentistry. 

Dr. Steve Tassone

We take most dental insurances and 
are committed to providing you 

with the best dental value in 
all of the South Bay!

Thomas A. Gray, MBA
Christina Jesperson, MA

Retirement 
Pros!

Ask the 

Our firm, Retirement Protection Group specializes in working with people nearing retire-
ment, or those currently retired.  Since there are so many issues, questions and problems 
that this group faces, we decided to devote our next three columns to this.  If you have a 
specific question not answered here, call our office 310-375-1300 to schedule your com-
plimentary consultation!  

Q.	 When am I required to withdraw 
money from my traditional or rollover 
IRA?

A.	 By the end of the first quarter 
of the year following the year that you 
become 70.5 years of age, you must make 
your first “Required Minimum Distribu-
tion” RMD from your IRA.

Q.	 How do I calculate the amount of 
the RMD that I must withdraw?

A.	The calculation is based upon the 
following factors:  1) The value of your 
IRA at the end of the previous year, and 
2) Your age and an IRS table showing the 
percent that must be taken.

Q.	 What if I forget to withdraw the 
minimum RMD?

A.  Try not to do this. The penalty is 
50% of the amount not taken! 

Q.	 If inflation averages 5%, how 
much will I need in the future?

A.	 Let’s assume you retire at age 60, 
and need $4000 per month in retire-

ment income.  If inflation is 5%, then at 
age 65 you will need $5,105 to buy the 
same goods and services.  At age 70, this 
amount will rise to $6,515.  By age 70 
you will need a whopping $8,315 just to 
stay even!  This is the reason we often 
recommend equity investments to those 
well into retirement striving to stay well 
ahead of inflation.

Q.	 I’ve always liked real estate as an 
investment.  Should I own rental property 
in retirement?

A.	 Real estate investments may be 
appropriate for their income and long-
term appreciation potential.  However, 
we find that many retirees do not want 
the burdens of management, etc.  If this 
is the case, consider REIT’s – Real Estate 
Investment Trusts.  Many REIT’s can be 
purchased similarly to a stock, have ready 
liquidity, and no “hands on” management!

Q.	 Should I have a living trust?

A.	The answer is maybe.  You need 
to speak to an estate planning attorney 
who can assess your assets, liabilities, and 
consider all factors that may indicate a 
need for this trust.  Tax laws were recently 

passed that greatly increased the amount 
you can pass estate tax free.  However, 
you may want to consider other estate 
planning techniques such as power of 
attorney for financial and medical contin-
gencies.

Q.	 What are the biggest mistakes 
that retirees make?

A.	 Unfortunately, many retirees just 
don’t have an overall financial strategy.  
This sometimes leads to “over spending”, 
or “under-spending” as a result.  Also, 
many newly retirees are far too conserva-
tive with their investments—preferring 
bank CD’s and other low yielding invest-
ments.  Remember, someone retiring 
at age 65 may have 30 or more years in 
retirement, and you should invest to stay 
ahead of inflation!

About the authors:  Thomas A. Gray, MBA and Chris-
tina Jesperson, MA are financial & investment consul-
tants, and founders of Retirement Protection Group, a 
fee-based financial & investment advisory firm located 
in Riviera Village,  Redondo Beach.   Securities offered 
through Triad Advisors, Inc.  Member: FINRA & SIPC.  
They can be reached at 310-375-1300.   Send your per-
sonal financial questions to them at:  info@retirement-
pro.com.

NeighborhoodNews

310-378-5848
Lic.#74-03686

310-378-5848

4172 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505
Coastal Kids PreschoolCoastal Kids Preschool

Conveniently located next to the Hollywood Riviera!

www.n2pub.com
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MayberryOut of
Story by Karen Lent

There are rumors that Mayberry still 
exists and that just maybe the Riviera is 
the Western version.  There is one family 
that would qualify for being a Mayberry 
family and that would be the Periuses.  
Rick and Dana Perius have raised a girl 
and a boy at their Riviera home on tree-
lined Arboles street. Their oldest child, 
daughter Rachael, is now an A student 
at South High. Younger brother Andrew 
is also an excellent student at South. Mr. 
Perius helps with Boy Scouts and sports, 
and mother Dana has been Rachael's Girl 
Scout Leader for eleven years. The fam-
ily is close-knit and spends a lot of time 
together.

Spinning Gold 
Our heroine, daughter Rachael Perius, 
received her Gold Award from the Girl 
Scouts in June 2010. Prerequisites to the 
Gold Award are the achievement of the 
Bronze and Silver Awards for volun-
teerism. Rachael has been in Scouts since 
grammar school. Her mother is a Co-
Leader of Troop 10115. While one often 
hears of the Eagle Scout Award given by 
the Boy Scouts, a Girl Scout achieving a 
Gold Award is a rarity. 

The glimmer of the Gold originated 
when Rachael was in 6th grade and fell in 
love with swimming while taking lessons 

at the Torrance City Plunge. Rachael's 
Gold Award Project was the putting 
together of a "Child-Parent Swim Expe-
rience" for 30 special needs children. She 
organized a three week program which 
included swim lessons, dry land exercises, 
and CPR classes for the parents. She also 
produced a colorful and original water 
safety booklet for the parents and chil-
dren. The Torrance Marriott generously 
provided the pool for the three week 
program. Rachael recruited friends and 
fellow lifeguards to assist with the one- 
on- one swim experience.  The Pediatric 
Therapy Network helped with selec-
tion of the children. The parents of class 
attendees raved about the opportunity for 
the students afflicted by Autism, Cerebral 
palsy, etc.

A  Senior at South High, this will be 
Rachael’s fourth year on South High’s 
Swim Team. The butterfly is her specialty. 
Rachael was part of two separate relay 
swim teams that set South records. She 
says she is looking forward to an awe-
some South High Girls Swim Team this 
spring. She has been a lifeguard at the 
Torrance City Plunge for a year and a 
half: forty hours a week during the sum-
mer and part time during the school year. 
Rachael has had to do only one save dur-
ing her lifeguarding and that was a man 

during her first season working. (It was a 
successful save!) 

California Here She Comes 
Rachael has her sights set on attend-
ing a California college in the fall.  She 
is interested in history, government and 
economics. Some of these interests are 
because of her favorite teacher at South 
High, Mr. May, who is a history teacher. 
Besides being an excellent student and 
athlete, Rachael is a member of the 
California Scholarship Federation and 
Marine Science Club. Rachael is still 
great friends with even some pre school 
classmates. She says her mom and dad are 
her biggest inspirations.

Lucky 
The Perius family puts a high standard on 
working hard and doing well in school.   
Very family oriented, the Periuses try 
to eat dinner together (with no T.V.) as 
often as possible. When they do watch 
T.V., the family likes reality shows. They 
attend St. Lawrence Church and like to 
hang out together as well as interact with 
grandparents and family friends.  Their 
favorite family vacation place is Hawaii. 
The family caters to their "puggle" (a 
cross between a pug and a beagle) named 
Lucky. We think Lucky is a pretty lucky 
(or struck gold) to live like Mayberry 
with Rachael and family Perius!
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1st Quarter Sales for Hollywood Riviera - 2011

Hollywood Riviera Real Estate Trends
Riviera Real Estate Happenings

Address Currently 
In Escrow 

Sq Ft Beds Bath Price DOM Status 

4113 Mesa Street 
TORR ++ 

1690 3 3 699,000 15 Pending 

408 Calle Mayor 
RB ++ 

1269 2 2 730,000 225 Pending 

4509 Newton St. 
TORR 

1645 3 2 739,000 225 Pending 

23508 Susana Ave. 
TORR 

1264 3 2 749,000 8 Pending 

550 Palos Verdes 
Blvd. RB 

1679 4 2 759,000 6 Pending 

109 Via Los  
Miradores, RB 

1820 3 2 925,000 9 Pending 

3872 Newton Street, 
TORR ++ 

4024 4 4 1,099,000 66 Pending 

5418 Calle de Arboles 
TORR 

2191 4 3 1,099,000 10 Pending 

277 Via Buena  
Venture, RB 

3615 5 5 1,799,000 152 Pending 

4521 Highgrove Ave, 
TORR 

1595 3 2 720,000 19 Backup 

211 Paseo de las  
Delicias, RB ++ 

1640 3 2 800,000 126 Backup 

5109 Paseo de las 
Tortugas, TORR 

1603 3 2 825,000 57 Backup 

127 Calle de  
Andalucia, RB K&L 

1610 3 2 899,000 38 Backup 

802 Calle Miramar, RB 1862 3 2 1,009,000 73 Backup 

356 Paseo de Arena, 
TORR K&L 

3021 4 3 1,169,000 58 Backup 

506 Via Los  
Miradores, RB 

2839 5 5 1,288,000  0 Backup 

683 Calle Miramar, 
RB K&L 

2785 4 4 1,298,000  52  Backup 

5401 Paseo de Pablo, 
TORR 

2030 3 2 1,299,000  610  Backup  

106 Paseo de  
Suenos, RB 

3988 3 4 2,379,000  171  Backup  

Address SOLD Sq Ft Beds Bath List Price DOM SOLD Price 

3838 Newton 
Street, TORR ++ 

1512 3 2 519,900 132 520,000 

4826 Pacific 
Coast Hwy, 
TORR 

2566 4 4 775,000 148 740,000 

24890 Via  
Valmonte, TORR 

2070 3 3 775,000 8 780,000 

416 Paseo de 
las Estrellas, RB 

1518 3 2 849,000 249 786,500 

5413 Calle De 
Ricardo, TORR 

1468 3 2 815,000 181 800,000 

848 Calle de 
Arboles, RB ++ 

1504 3 2 799,000 178 850,000 

606 Paseo de la 
Playa, RB 

1375 3 2 789,000 9 870,000 

116 Camino 
de las Colinas, 
RB ++ 

2176 3 3 934,000 198 875,000 

4527 Vista 
Largo, TORR 

3056 4 4 920,000 282 888,000 

230 Camino de 
las Colinas, RB 

1502 3 2 899,000 58 896,000 

504 Calle Mayor, 
RB 

2070 5 3 899,000 20 899,000 

113 Calle de 
Arboles, RB 

1375 3 2 995,000 21 950,000 

160 Vista del 
Parque, RB K&L 

2286 5 3 999,000 226 956 500 

237 Via Pasqual, 
RB K&L 

1655 3 2 899,000 24 960,000 

23414 Susana, 
TORR 

2514 5 4 999,999 208 999,999 

205 Calle de 
Sirenas, RB 

1382 3 2 1,150,000 77 1,025,000 

337 Calle Mayor, 
RB 

2951 5 3 1,179,000 58 1,185,000 

404 Via La Selva, 
RB 

2379 3 3 1,399,000 22 1,399,000 

Average Sales List Price Sold Price DOM Avg. $ Per S/F # Sold Sq Ft 

1st Quarter 2011 $921,722 $910,000 117 $489 18 1964 

1st Quarter 2010 $1,045,922 $1,017,667 80 $501 18 2132 

Entire Year 2010 $1,009,339 $980,175 67 $491 77 1994 

Entire year 2009 $1,020,643 $985,504 85 $500 76 1970 

NeighborhoodNews

Sales information obtained from the Greater South  
Bay Multiple Listing Service, deemed reliable but not 
guaranteed.

++ denotes short sale, K&L denotes Kelly & Laura  
represent the seller or buyer.

Have you updated your insurance lately?

Are your insurance policies current? Our lives continually 
change and we often forget to change our insurance poli-
cies. For example, have you done extensive renovations to your 
home? Have you acquired new valuables? Below is a list of ten 
questions to ask yourself.

1. Have you gotten married or divorced?

2 . Have you had a baby?

3. Did your teenager get a driver’s license?

4. Have you switched jobs or experienced a significant 
change in your income?

5. Have you done extensive renovations on your home?

6. Have you decided to buy a vacation or potential  
retirement home?

7. Have you acquired any new valuables such as jewelry,
electronic equipment, fine art, antiques? 

8. Have you signed a lease on a house or apartment?

9. Have you joined a carpool?

10. Have your retired?

Be sure to discuss these issues with your insurer soon!

Kelly & Laura’s Useful Tips & Information
Crock Pot Chicken Tortillas

First Quarter 2011 Hollywood Riviera Sales Analysis

If you look at the average sold price this 1st quarter of $910,000 
and compare to the average sold price from the first quarter of 
2010 of $1,017,667 - we find that the sold prices this year are 
off 12% from the same time period a year ago. The declining 
market that began last half of 2010 is still upon us. The homes 
are taking longer to sell and for less money than last year. That 
is not to say that homes are not selling. On the contrary, look 
at the large list of pendings and backup offers on page 2! The 
first quarter of 2010 had 15 homes in escrow. This year, the first 
quarter 2011 has 23 homes in escrow!

Tips to get your home sold in this market:
Proper preparation - staging & repair tips from your realtor 
Proper pricing (below your competition!) Easy access for  
showings - and make it light & bright! Listen to the advice  
of your realtor!

Ingredients:
Meat from 1 whole chicken OR canned chicken
1 can cream of chicken soup
1/2 cup green chili salsa
2 tablespoons quick cooking tapioca
1 medium onion, chopped
1 1/2 cup grated cheese
1 dozen corn tortillas
Black olives

Directions:
1. Tear chicken into bite size pieces, mix with soup, chili, salsa and tapioca.
2. Line bottom of Crock-Pot with 3 corn tortillas, torn into bite size pieces.
3. Add 1/3 of the chicken mixture. Sprinkle with 1/3 of the onion and 1/3 	
    of the grated cheese. Repeat layers of tortillas topped with chicken 		
    mixture, onions and cheese.
4. Cover and cook on low 6 to 8 hours or high for 3 hours. Garnish with 	
    sliced black olives.

Send in your favorite recipe for the newsletter and receive 
a $25 Trader Joe’s Gift Card.

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com
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CYCLING       YOGA       PILATES

Individual classes and Packages Available

Riviera Village

Syzygy Cycling
257 Avenida Del Norte

Redondo Beach, CA  90277
310.316.7999  
310.316.3277 fax   

www.syzygycycling.com 

 Syzygy Soul
1700 South Catalina #203

Redondo Beach, CA  90277
310.316.0161   

www.syzygysoul.com

Hollywood Riviera Specialists!

Kelly&Laura
DRE# 01070091         DRE# 01309575

KELLY - Cell: 310-613 2465
Email: Kelly@KellyandLaura.com

LAURA - Cell: 310-738-7355
Email: Laura@KellyandLaura.com

Residential E-Waste Round Up
Rancho PV City Hall/City Yard
Saturday May 7th, 9am-3pm
www.888.CleanLA.com

Relay for Life -American  
Cancer Society South High
Sat/Sun May 14-15th
www.RelayForLife.org/torranceca

52nd Annual Armed Forces Day 
Parade Torrance Blvd -  
Crenshaw/Madrona
Saturday May 21st, 1:30-3:30
www.TorranceCA.Gov/Armed-
ForcesDay.htm

Riviera Village Summer Festival
Riviera Village
Sat/Sun June 25th-26th
www.RivieraVillage.org

Mortgage News by: “Riviera Funding’s” Brian Diederich
1801 S. Catalina Ave #201, Redondo Beach, CA  90277
310-989-4041   BDiederich@RivieraFunding.com

Curious What Your
Home is Worth ?
FREE Market Analysis
Call or E-mail Us

Save 
the Date!!

Where Does Mortgage Money Come From

NeighborhoodNews

Check Out Our Blog by Visiting Our Website
www.KellyandLaura.com

When you close a loan with a mortgage broker, mortgage banker or 
large institution, you might make payments to the company who orig-
inated your loan, or your loan might have been transferred to another 
institution immediately upon the close of escrow.

The company you make your payments to very rarely owns your loan. 
They are the "servicer" of your mortgage. They are called the servicer 
because they are simply "servicing" your loan for the institution that 
does own it. What happens behind the scenes is that your loan got 
packaged into a "pool" with a lot of other loans and sold off to one of 
three institutions: Fannie Mae (FNMA), Freddie Mac (FHLMC) or Ginnie 
Mae (GNMA). The servicer of your loan gets a monthly fee from the 
investor for processing payments and taking care of your loan. This 
fee is usually only 3/8ths of a percent or so, but the amount adds up. 

There are companies that service billions of dollars of home loans so 
the three-eighths of a percent on a billion dollars is not too shabby. In 
fact, mortgage servicing is where lenders make the real money. The 
entire system of originating mortgages, including wholesale lenders, 
mortgage brokers and mortgage bankers is designed so that servicers 
get loans into their portfolio -- hopefully at a "break even" level -- but 
often at a loss.

Mortgage servicing is where they make their profit. Once your loan 
has been packaged into a pool and sold to Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, 
or Ginnie Mae, the lender gets additional funds so they can make 
more loans (to service in their portfolio) and sell to those institutions, 
so they can get more money, and so on... This is the cycle. Frank Kostrencich

O�ce: 310.697.3018
Fax: 310.921.5380
Cell: 310.344.8910
fmkost@gmail.com

Mike Mardesich
O�ce: 310.697.3018
Fax: 310.921.5380
Cell: 310.890.6459
mike.mardesich@gmail.com

You may be able to save
hundreds of dollars each month!

How do all of the new loan rules a�ect me? Am I eligible for the higher conforming limits?
What are the new credit score requirements? Are all conforming limits the same?

Can I still buy or re�nance with less than 20% equity?

“Is your rate 4.75% or Higher?” 
The call is free to �nd out what your savings may be!
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health
Wellness&
Low Back Pain and Exercise-A Physical Therapist's Perspective

Frank Croasdale

Many Americans suffer low back pain at sometime in their life. 
These "episodes" may range from mild occasional discomfort to 
more serious pain that can affect daily activity, happiness and 
sleep. The key to eliminating or reducing these episodes is to 
understand the types of activities that contribute to low back 
pain and what the best course of action may be in managing 
your specific symptoms.

Some of the most common causes of lower back pain include weak 
gluteals, abdominals and lumbar extensors, lack of flexibility through-
out the hip musculature, obesity and poor lifting techniques.

In order to understand what is contributing to your particular con-
dition it is important to be assessed by a healthcare professional 
such as a Physical Therapist who will perform a thorough evalu-
ation. Depending on the severity and type of pain, the physical 
therapist will create a treatment plan using the latest techniques 
and exercises to decrease pain and improve strength. It’s critical 
that you do the right exercises and be monitored as improper posi-
tioning during exercise may exacerbate your symptoms.

Lower back pain can be debilitating but doesn’t have to be if 
you are determined to make it better! Having a rehabilitation 
plan and exercise program, created by a healthcare professional, 
can eliminate or reduce your back pain significantly.

At Riviera Sports Physical Therapy we have a group of health-
care professionals that include Physical Therapists, Pilates 
Instructors, Personal Trainers and Nutritionists ready to work 
together with you, as a team, to address back pain or any other 
fitness related issues you may have.  Whether it is prescribing 
exercise, alleviating your pain, working out under our supervi-
sion or losing weight, Riviera Sports can help!

To learn more about designing a fitness program specifically to 
address back pain or any other injury, contact Riviera Sports at 
310-316-3577 or visit www.rivierasportspt.com.  

Frank Croasdale, MPT, along with his team of healthcare 
professionals, create and design fitness programs that are tailor-
made to your health and fitness goals.  Whether you are start-
ing a fitness program to lose weight, preparing for a 10K race, 
fine tuning your exercise & nutrition plans or rehabilitating an 
injury, the RSPT healthcare team will use the latest techniques 
and offer comprehensive services in a comfortable, boutique 
environment to deliver the results you want!

NeighborhoodNews

BUSINESSbeat Three Wild Crazy Ladies

What do three moms do when their sons have finally grown up?  
The evenings filled with soccer practice, band concerts, and boy 
scouts are over and they find themselves with a strange amount 
of free time.   Obviously they band together to do something 
wild and crazy like start a fledgling jewelry business!  

It all started with Nancy, a wild and wacky woman, who decided 
to try her hand at making jewelry.  She had a natural, artistic 
flair and has shown her talents in many crafts such as crochet 
handbags, hand-painted wine glasses, silk ribbon embroidery 
and, of course, jewelry.  She loved working with large stones and 
metal, pieces that make bold statements, and soon people were 
asking her to make special custom items for them. 

Then, Nancy and I met through volunteering at our sons’ school. 
I was also a jewelry enthusiast, more buying than making, so the 
two of us began attending local jewelry making classes. I have 
always wanted to be a designer, but common sense got the best 
of me in college and I switched my major to business.  Our styles 
complemented each with our own individual styles.  Nancy loved 
chunky statement pieces while I leaned toward more classic styles 
with a unique twist.  As Nancy, I also began to get special requests 
from friends and family to make them custom jewelry pieces.  

Soon we were joined by Kelly, a third wild and wacky woman, 
we met through our sons’ school, who wanted to learn some-
thing new since her community volunteer work was done.  She 
loved the many colors and designs that she could create!  On 
top of jewelry-making, Kelly, with her accounting and IT 
background, was the perfect person for the finance and web 
component of the business and perfectly rounded out our trio.  
We love traveling to different gem shows, continue to hone our 
skills with more classes and are having a ball!  

On occasion we three wild and crazy women make other hand-
made items like painted wine glasses or quilts and you may see 
some of these rare, unique items posted on our site as well.  We 
are constantly exploring new jewelry-making techniques such as 
casting and metalsmithing to ensure that every piece is original. 
Nancy, Kelly, and I invite you to take a moment to look through 
our website: http:/www.etsy.com/shop/ThreeWildnCrazyladie.  
Let us know what you like and what you would like to see more 
of.  We hope you will enjoy the jewelry and other unique, hand-
made items as much as we have enjoyed making them for you!

Haupt Roofing
R. Haupt Roofing Construction, Inc.

ALL TYPES OF ROOFS
NEW ROOFS . REROOFING . REPAIRS

Visit us at
www.HauptRoofing.com

email: Hauptroofing@yahoo.com

BONDED         
LIC.#692361-C39       

FULLY INSURED

SERVING THE 
SOUTH BAY

$200 OFF NEW ROOF 
for Residents

Hollywood Riviera Resident

Special – New Year’s Resolution

10% Off 
Personal Training and 

Nutrition 10 Session Packages
New Clients Only

We are a medical gym offering comprehensive wellness programs that include 
personal training, pilates, physical therapy and nutrition for all ages & fitness levels.  

If you are interested in working with an expert, call today!  

We are a medical gym offering comprehensive wellness programs that include 
personal training, pilates, physical therapy and nutrition for all ages & fitness levels.  

If you are interested in working with an expert, call today!  

Get “Back in Action” at
Riviera Sports Physical Therapy

Treat your Valentine! 

10% Off 
any 10 Session Package

Personal Training, Pilates or Nutrition Counseling
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garden
of the Month

By: Karen Lent,  Photos by: Julian Chasin

Outstanding Landscape Award
Anne O'Brien, 416 Calle de Castellano

Driving here and there in the Riviera you can spot modern homes with dynamic roofs. 
Some have “airplane roofs” which are thin jutting roofs that echo wings of flight. While 
the aerospace industry was a monumental influence in our area (and beyond) with the 
industry giants TRW, Lockheed, Northrup, North American Aviation and others, as 
our neighbors and employers to many, designers and architects were looking to echo 
this new esthetic. People wanted modern houses and the elimination of the post and 
beam allowed walls of glass and an invitation to nature to come “in.” Design soared.

It is appropriate that homeowner Anne O'Brien, an aviatrix, live in an "airplane 
house." In architectural terms, it is technically a Mid Century Modern (or Interna-
tional Style Post and Beam Contemporary). The house roof line echoes the lines of an 
airliner. You can find many of these clean lined modern homes in the Riviera, and the 
South Bay. With airy light design and desirable modern features, it’s difficult to believe 
that many of these contemporary homes are 60 years old!
 
After buying her home ten years ago, Anne began a remodel and re-landscaping that 
would carefully enhance the original architect's intentions. She took landscape classes 
and educated herself about drought tolerant and ocean friendly gardens. She also cre-
ated a Wildlife Habitat (note the sign in her front yard). Dramatic poured-in-place 
concrete steps lead up to the outdoor porch which she refashioned into an outdoor 
room. This comfortable “room” features dramatic vistas and a beautiful unusual glass 
door Anne designed herself.

Anne was honored to be a designated garden on the Theodore Payne Native Plant 
Garden Tour in April.

In appreciation for your enhancement of the Hollywood Riviera Community by the  
Riviera Homeowners Association and the Riviera Garden Club

OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPE AWARDS are chosen by a Committee of Riviera Homeowners and Riviera 
Garden Club members. Checkout the website: http:hollywoodriviera.wordpress.com. You will find current and past 
landscape awards: 21 years of them!

Anne O’Brien with her 
pal Jack

The colorful contempo-
rary glass front door was 
designed by Anne.

Anne created an outdoor living space on her front porch

Airplane Roofs can be spotted throughout 
the South Bay.

The Best in
River Cruising…

Ask any cruising insider to name the hottest trend in 
the industry, and “river cruising” will no doubt spring 
to mind.  And, the name “AMAWATERWAYS” will 

surely follow as the line to watch in 2011.  With 12 custom-
designed ships operating in 2011, and more innovative designs 
on the drawing board for 2012, AMAWATERWAYS is riding 
high these days on its well-deserved success as the leading river 
cruise line on the great waterways of Europe, Russia, Vietnam 
and Cambodia.  Now close to celebrating its tenth anniversary, 
the list of awards and accolades AMAWATERWAYS has accu-
mulated is impressive.     

For 2011 Europe cruises on the Danube, Rhine, Main and 
Mosel, the custom-designed 148-passenger ships offer spacious 
French balcony accommodations; gourmet meals with compli-

mentary wine, beer and soft drinks at dinner; complimentary 
in-stateroom Internet access and first-run Hollywood movies; 
ship-wide Wi-Fi; daily shore excursions plus a fleet of bicycles 
for passengers to use on their own or on complimentary guided 
bike tours.  The brand-new 161-passenger MS AMABELLA 
and MS AMAVERDE will push the levels of luxury in Europe 
even further, with excusive “Twin Balconies,” (a full step-out 
balcony plus a French balcony) in the majority of staterooms; 
multiple alternative dining venues plus a heated swimming pool 
on the Sun Deck.  

In Russia, AMAWATERWAYS will introduce the newly-rede-
signed MS AMAKATARINA, the most luxurious and spacious 
vessel ever to sail the famed Volga-Baltic Waterway.  Guests on 
the culture-rich cruise from Moscow to St. Petersburg will enjoy 
a selection of 10 different stateroom categories, including four 
suite categories.  A total of 76 staterooms aboard MS AMAKA-
TARINA include balconies, and the lavishly-appointed vessel 
will include two fine dining venues, a conference hall, sauna and 
solarium.  

In Vietnam and Cambodia, the magnificent new 124-passenger 
MS AMALOTUS will offer unforgettable 7-night cruises on 
the Mekong river from Siem Reap, Cambodia to Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam as part of the line’s “Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Riches of the Mekong” program.  The AMALOTUS will fea-
ture exquisitely decorated deluxe staterooms with all the ameni-
ties of a fine hotel.  

AMAWATERWAYS is offering more than 20 different river 
cruise vacations in 2011, including many featuring the spec-
tacular Koblenz Flower Show; a series of Wine-Themed cruises 
and Jewish Heritage Tours; as well as a festive Christmas-New 
Year’s celebration cruise.  Each will provide the river cruise of 
a lifetime, and continue to set new standards on the world’s 
famous waterways.  

Amawaterways has partnered with Travelstore to offer special 
amenities and pricing on many sailings.  For information, please 
call or visit the experts at Travelstore located at 24 Malaga Cove 
Plaza - 310-373-0954.
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When you’re gearing up for your next family vacation, don’t let the 
work involved in planning the details and appeasing all members 
of the family lesson the rewards.  It’s easy to get overwhelmed with 
countless options and information overload in arranging a dream 
vacation the whole family will enjoy together.  That’s why Trafalgar’s 
popular, hassle-free Family Experiences guided vacations are your 
perfect solution.  Encompassing expertly-planned vacations to 
Europe, USA, Canada, Costa Rica and South Africa, Trafalgar’s Family 
Experiences include all the must-see sights you’ve dreamed of, plus 
authentic local activities designed to appeal to travelers of all ages.

 Stay in the medieval-style Peckforton Castle and visit the Oxford 
dining hall that inspired Harry Potter’s Hogwarts Hall on the 11-day 
Castles and Kilts.  Get a taste of true cowboy living on a working 
dude ranch in Wyoming and ride on an historic 1880 steam engine 
train on the 8-day Wild West, Cowboys and Buffalos.  Visit a Chee-
tah Outreach facility, Safari Ostrich Farm and Elephant Sanctuary 
before going on a 2-day safari in Addo Elephant National Park on 
the 13-day African Adventure.

This is just a glimpse of how Trafalgar’s Family Experiences bring 
each destination’s rich culture, history and tradition to life.  And, 
whether taking your kids, grandkids or traveling with adult 
children, it’s also exclusive activities like pizza-making in Rome, 
flamenco dancing in Spain or making your own chocolate bar in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania that make these vacations fun for all types 
of families.  Kids ages five and up are welcome on Trafalgar vaca-
tions—though plenty of travelers without any kids at all are also 
enjoying these family experiences!  

As with all Trafalgar guided vacations, your family experience 
includes first class hotel accommodations, luxury coach transpor-
tation, sightseeing excursions and the services of a professional 
Trafalgar tour director and expert local guides.  That means you 
don’t have to worry about choosing centrally-located hotels, mak-
ing your own driving arrangements, waiting in long lines at the 
must-see attractions or missing out on unique local insights and 
first-hand recommendations!  

Choosing a Family Experiences vacation is not only easier on you, 
it’s easier on your pocketbook as well.  Trafalgar’s buying power 
enables them to negotiate bigger discounts, delivering you incred-
ible value for your money.  Traveling as a family especially can 
add up, so Trafalgar also offers a 10% Young Traveler discount and 
triple- and quad-room discounts (where available).  Even hotel 
service charges, tips and local taxes are included so there are no 
surprises on the price of your vacation.    

With Trafalgar, you and your family can relax and enjoy an in-depth 
travel experience with exclusive sights and activities and great 
overall value that would be impossible to arrange if traveling on 
your own.  From start to finish, you’ll see, hear, taste and experi-
ence everything about the destination you’ve always dreamed of 
and more.  Travel Store is a preferred agency with Trafalgar and 
offers special value and amenities not found elsewhere.  Together, 
Travel Store and Trafalgar make it easy, so all you have to do is get 
ready for a family vacation of a lifetime!  For more information con-
tact Travel Store located t 24 Malaga Cove Plaza.  310-373-0954

travelnews

Unforgettable Family Vacations Planned to Perfection

Rattlesnakes
REPRESENT! 

By Deanna Diederich

Fun-spirited school rivalry is alive and well in the  
Hollywood Riviera! 

Tuesday, February 1st marked the 13th Annual Richardson Mid-
dle School vs. Calle Mayor Middle School Basketball & Vol-
leyball Tournament. That evening, the main gym at South High 
School was filled to capacity with the turquoise of the RMS 
Rattlesnakes and the red of the CMMS Bulldogs. Students from 
each school, as well as family members, staff and alumni, packed 
the bleachers, wearing their school colors with pride. 

The fun began with the 8th grade girls’ basketball teams squar-
ing off against each other. To the sounds of the CMMS band, 
as well as those of DJ Dewey, the RMS girls took a command-
ing lead and never looked back. Coached by RMS teacher, Mrs. 
Conner, the Rattlesnakes defeated the Bulldogs, 34-16. The 
excitement didn’t end there as the 8th grade girls took each 
other on again…this time in volleyball. Both teams made fan-
tastic plays and kept the games close, eventually leading to a tie-
breaker 3rd game. The Rattlesnakes, who were coached by RMS 
alumni and current SHS student-athlete, Dessi Koleva, lost a 
tough one by just 2 points. 

The big game of the night followed. The 8th grade boys’ bas-
ketball teams battled each other and the gym went crazy, with 
students from both schools chanting back and forth across the 
court. RMS 8th grader Ajeya Kukreja, who was responsible for 
10 of his team’s 28 points, said that the most memorable part of 
the evening for him was, “making (his) free throws during the 
last minutes of a very intense game.” The RMS Rattlesnakes, 
who were coached by RMS teacher, Mr. Oden, defeated the 
CMMS Bulldogs, 28-23 and helped their school take home 
three trophies for the night. 

Ajeya’s mother, Debbie Kukreja, served as the Tournament 
Director for RMS. All of the long hours and planning were 
worth the effort for this proud mom, as her favorite moment 
of the evening was “watching the RMS 
students run onto the court right after 
the buzzer signaled the end of the 
game. Everyone was jumping up, cheer-
ing, laughing and showing their team 
spirit.” This was Debbie’s second year 
as Tournament Director and with the 
help of many volunteers; she was able to 
provide the students with an amazingly fun 
night, while at the same time, help raise 
funds for RMS’s PTA-sponsored grad-
uation ceremonies later in the school 
year. RMS Principal, Michelle 
Stupnik, who now proudly dis-
plays the tournament trophies 
in the school’s office, added, 
“What an amazing night! 
All of our students played 
their hearts out and it paid 
off. What a great time to 
be a Rattlesnake!” 

Congratulations to 
Richardson Middle 
School…its students, 
families and staff!
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Sponsor Index

ALLERGY/ ASTHMA
Joshua Davidson, M.D.
(310) 534-4494

AUTOMOTIVE
A&A Smog Away
(310) 534-8706

CATERING
Lisa's Bon Appetit
(310) 784-1070

CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Diane Jordan
(310) 375-4039

COMPUTER REPAIR
SERVICES
Computer Trouble
(310) 373-3126

DENTIST
Jon Monette DDS
(310) 375-3338

Kirstin Hellmeyer DDS
(310) 541-9725

New Smile Dentistry
(310) 791-2041

FAMILY DOCTOR
Dr, Leland Whitson
(310) 698-5252

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Retirement Protection Group
(310) 375-1300

FITNESS
Riviera Fitness
(310) 316-5000

Riviera Sports Therapy
(310) 316-3577

FLOORING
Sinbad Flooring
(310) 375-0516

HEALTH & FITNESS
Syzygy
(310) 316-7999

INSURANCE SERVICES
State Farm - Chris Gordon
(310) 373-5551

INVESTMENT
ADVISORY &
PLANNING
Regatta Capital Group
(310) 725-9102

JEWELRY
Three Wild N Crazy Ladies
(310) 750-6574

KITCHEN & BATH
DESIGN
Kitchen Collection
(310) 540-4090

LANDSCAPING
Absolute Custom Landscape
(310) 227-7313

LEGAL
Gilligan Law
(562) 495-9191

MEDICAL
Palos Verdes Medical Group
(310) 544-6858

MISCELLANEOUS
Solar - G
(310) 527-1650

MORTGAGE SERVICES
Cobalt Financial Corporation
(310) 697-3018

Village View Escrow
(310) 944-9626

MUSIC LESSONS
Peninsula School of Music
(310) 918-0439

OPTOMETRIST
Beach Cities Optometry
(310) 376-8975

ORTHODONTIST
Trotter Orthodontic
(310) 378-5007

PET SERVICES
Southbay Critter Sitter
(310) 308-0585

PHOTOGRAPHY
CMS Design Portraiture
(310) 373-5450

PILATES
ShapeShift Pilates
(310) 378-4455

NeighborhoodSponsors

PIZZA
Lampost Pizza
(310) 325-4864

PLUMBING SERVICES
Beach Cities Plumbing
(310) 378-9826

PODIATRIST
Bay Harbor Podiatry Group
(310) 540-1213

PRESCHOOL
Coastal Kids
(310) 378-5848

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Akai Swim School
(310) 378-2242

REAL ESTATE
Kelly and Laura
(310) 613-2465

REALTOR
Keller Williams - Janet Kaplan
(310) 780-9641

RESTAURANT
Yellow Vase
(310) 373-0013

ROOFING
Haupt Roofing
(310) 679-6767

TILE & STONE
DeLorenzo Marble & Tile
(310) 328-8000

TRAVEL SERVICES
Travel Store
(310) 750-9420

WEIGHT LOSS
A New Me
(310) 379-9626
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Resident Recipe

Red Velvet Bread Pudding

What's even more delicious than Red Velvet cake?  
Red Velvet Bread Pudding

Ingredients
Red Velvet Cake: 
•	 2 cups sugar 
•	 1/2 pound   or 2 sticks butter--let sit till at room temperature 
•	 2 eggs 
•	 2 ounces dark red food dye 
•	 2 1/2 cups cake flour 
•	 2 tablespoons cocoa powder 
•	 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
•	 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
•	 1 teaspoon salt 
•	 1 cup buttermilk
  
Bread Pudding Mix: 
•	 3 cups half-and-half 
•	 3 large eggs 
•	 1 large egg yolk 
•	 Pinch salt 
•	 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
•	 8 ounces cream cheese--let sit till at room temperature  
•	 3/4 cup confectioners' sugar 

Directions
Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F.  Then grease a 9 by 13 by 
2-inch sheet pan.

In a mixing bowl, cream the sugar and butter by beating them 
together till they are light and fluffy.  Add the eggs 1 at a time 
and mix well after each addition. Mix cocoa and food coloring 
together and then add to sugar mixture; mix well. 
 
Sift together flour and salt. Add flour mixture to the creamed 
mixture alternately with buttermilk. Blend in vanilla.
 
In a small bowl, combine baking soda and add to mixture. Pour 
red velvet cake batter into the prepared sheet pan. Bake for 
20 to 25 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the center 
comes out clean. Remove from heat.  Remove from sheet pan 

once slightly cooled and then let the cake continue to cool com-
pletely.  When the cake is cooled, cut into 1-inch cubes.  
 Place cubes onto 11 by 17-inch cookie sheet. Place in oven for 
10 minutes.
 
Bread Pudding Mix: 
Combine the half-and-half, eggs, egg yolk, salt, and vanilla in 
a medium bowl. With an electric hand mixer or processor in a 
large bowl, beat the cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Mix 
in the half-and-half mixture.

Place the red velvet cubes in a large baking dish or Pyrex.  
Another idea would be to make individual servings in 8 indi-
vidual ramekins.  Add the pudding mixture to the dish. Make 
sure the cake cubes are completely covered. Bake for about 30 
minutes, or until the pudding is set. 
 
This recipe combines two of our favorite desserts into one sin-
fully delicious treat!  This recipe will take you a little over an 
hour to make and it's definitely well worth it.  Enjoy!  

preciouspets
Sonny Balcer

Pet #1 

Sonny is a Golden Retriever that lives down the street. His owners are Bill and Donna 
Balcer.  My dad won’t let me get a dog so I take care of Sonny when the Balcers go out 
of town. I love Sonny!
 

Pet #2 –Whitney and Lucy Schauger

My name is Whitney and I am a 10-year-old Golden Retriever and my sister Lucy 
is 9 years old. We live in the Hollywood Riviera and love to go on walks around the 
neighborhood and play as often as we can.  Please say hi when you see us walking the 
neighborhood.

By Maya Mardesich

Sponsored by Yellow Vase

Maya and Sonny
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Conveniently Located in Riviera Village

229 Avenue I • Suite 110 • Redondo Beach • CA • 90277
310-944-9626 • F: 310-944-9615 • Michelle@VillageViewEscrow.com

Michelle Marsico
escrow office notary public

e s c r o w

Resident s p o t l i g h t
The Rices - Castle Owners, 124 Via Monte D'Oro
By Karen Lent, Riviera Homeowners Board Member

The well known "Reid" house on Via 
Monte D'Oro-- the first house built 
in the Riviera by developer Clifford 
Reid--was bought by the Rices in 
1971.  Dr. & Mrs. Chandler bought 
the house from the Reid Estate in 
1965 after the passing of the Reids. 
The Reids lived in "The Castle" for37 
years; the Chandlers for 6 and the 
Rices for 40.  The Rices were the first 
to raise a family in this famous local 
landmark.

L'Cena and Bob Rice are locals who grew up in the Rolling 
Hills/San Pedro area. The couple met while attending Narbonne 
High. After high school, L'Cena and Bob were called to rival 
colleges; she to USC and he to UCLA.  The Korean War inter-
rupted Bob's studies and he was off to Japan as a Naval Officer.  
After the war, Bob returned to California and earned a Busi-
ness Degree at USC and went on to graduate from Loyola Law 
School. They couple wed after graduating.   Bob, now retired, 
served as House Counsel for Prudential Insurance.  L'Cena's 
studies were in education with a BA & MS degree in .Edu-
cational Administration. She retired as Redondo Beach High 
School Principal in1983.  L'Cena and Bob have been long-time 

benefactors and band boosters of their dual alma mater. They are 
both very involved in .RPV Christ Lutheran Church and School.

All three of the Rice boys, Rear Admiral Lawrence, Captain 
Warren and Lieutenant, Ronald followed their father's footsteps 
into the Navy. Two of the boys attended the US Naval Academy 
and one attended USC in the ROTC program. All of the Rice 
boys with their spouses and children live on the East Coast.
On the day I visited with the Rices in early January, they were 
very gracious to indicate architectural features of their historic 
home and to point out some mementos. Luckily their beautiful 
historical holiday decorations were still up to view. I noticed a 
metal plate with lots of buttons on the wall and asked what it 
was. Bob said it went with the gravity heater system that they 
had JUST had to replace. (After 85 years!!! We should all go out 
and buy one!)

Technically, the "Reid House" is the "Rice House" as the Rices 
have lived and owned the historical house longer than the Reids 
did.  The Rices love their home and have been very generous 
sharing it over the years with various philanthropies. It is the 
oldest and most "want to see house" in the Riviera. We thank 
Bob and L'Cena for giving us this little peak into their enchant-
ing "castle."

ph. 310.378.4455
shapeshiftpilates@yahoo.com  •  www.ShapeShiftPilates.com

ShapeShift 

ShapeShift Pilates Studio
Pilates & Gyrotonic Instruction

Conveniently located in Riviera Village!

Featuring -
Trinfinity8, the latest 
in anti-aging technology, 
T-Zone vibration technology, 
and Belly Dancing

BUSINESSbeat
Fringe
1806 South Catalina, Riviera Village

By Karen Lent

Inspired by the Sea

Treat yourself to Fringe: a recent addi-
tion to the Riviera Village.  Store owners 
Laura Hofmann's and Debbie Talosi 's 
original shop (also called Fringe) was in 
Lomita for six years before moving to the 
Riviera in the old men's tuxedo store on 
Catalina. Because so many items in their 
store: art, objects and decor are inspired by 
the sea they feel that their new proximity 
to the ocean is the perfect ambiance for 
their merchandise.

Fringe has many exclusive one-of-a-kind 
items, some of which the owners create 
themselves. They have several local Riv-
iera artisans who provide exclusive pieces 
for the shop: Bobbette Davison paints 
watercolors and Julie Balcom does acryl-
ics. Sterling silver pieces are designed by 
Kelly Vargas for Vertigo. Debbie's daugh-
ter, Erin Fisher, does hand made photo 
cards.

South Bay residents with grown children, 
Laura and Debbie have had a lot of prior 
retail experience. Both women praise 
their husbands for all their invaluable 
help and support. The owners want their 
shop to be an inspiration - they them-
selves love being surrounded by the beau-
tiful shop pieces. In a nutshell, they seek 
to create beauty and to share it.

NeighborhoodNews

Laura and Debbie love being in the Riv-
iera Village. They appreciate all the other 
shopkeepers and enjoy the relaxed casual 
atmosphere of the Village. Fringe is a 
place for custom furniture, interior design 
help, art, lovely jewelry and gifts. If you 
need a gift you can always find one in this 
eclectic shop. They also have a small satel-
lite store at the Elegance Spa on High-
land in Manhattan Beach. 

You will find the Riviera Fringe open sev-
en days a week and you won’t find it dif-
ficult to spot something unique. Although 
some furniture and other items you might 
have to save up for, you can also come into 
Fringe and find something interesting for 
just $5.00!

An old ditty by anonymous seems 
appropriate:  May You Always Have 
a Shell in Your Pocket and Sand in 
Your Shoes!
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RELAY FOR LIFE TO BE HELD AT SOUTH HIGH

With a theme of Hometown Relay, the American Cancer 
Society’s 9th ANNUAL TORRANCE RELAY FOR LIFE will be 
held the weekend of May 14th and 15th, 2011 at South 
High School from 9 a.m. to 9 a.m. 

This is a 24-hour team event to honor survivors of cancer and 
remember those who have lost their lives to the disease.  Teams 
representing businesses, schools, community organizations and 
other groups participate by raising funds for the American Can-
cer Society and providing volunteers who each agree to spend 
an hour walking (or jogging) around a track for the 24 hours of 
the event.  With food, entertainment, and on-going activities, 
the Relay for Life is a community festival for a cause. 

The Hollywood Riviera will be represented by teams from 
Riviera Elementary and Richardson Middle Schools, a South 
High P.O.O.P.S. team and the Hollywood Riviera Sportsmen’s 
team headed by Igor Nastaskin.  Additional volunteers would be 
warmly welcomed.  Visit the Torrance Relay for Life website to 
find more information: 
http://www.relayforlife.org/torranceca. 

After an opening ceremony at 9:00 a.m., honored cancer survi-
vors lead off the event with the first lap around the course.  It’s 
truly inspirational to see a huge group of proud men, women 
and children, in their purple survivor shirts, circle the field.

At 9:00 p.m. a Luminaria Ceremony is held.  Hundreds of 
luminarias (candle-lit paper bags) line the track.  Each one has 
been contributed by a relative or friend in memory of someone 
who succumbed to cancer or in tribute to a survivor.  With field 
lights darkened, a solemn ceremony is held and attendees each 
light a candle in commemoration.  It truly is a lovely, moving 
way to end the day.

But that’s not all.  The field has become a campground!  After all, 
the 24-hour event requires a team member on the track around 
the clock and many teams opt to set up tents, bring supplies and 
sleeping bags and enjoy a not-so-quiet night out-of-doors.  

Sunday morning the event ends with a pancake breakfast and 
closing ceremony.

Hope to see you there!

To volunteer, join a team, or contribute contact:
LaVerna Edwards, Event Chair (310) 373-2909,  
http://www.relayforlife.org/torranceca

NeighborhoodNews

Take Me Out to the

Ball Game!

CouponSection

Proud Resident of the Hollywood Riviera

1913 Pacific Coast Highway
Lomita, Ca. 90717

310-534-8706

Bob Gavola - Owner

A&A TINT SHOP

Cools Interior • Blocks 98% Rays
Increases Privacy

Mention this ad for Super Discount

A&A Smog Away
Proud Resident of the Hollywood Riviera

1913 Pacific Coast Highway
Lomita, Ca. 90717

310-534-8706

Smog Test Only
Bob Gavola - Owner

Mention this ad for Super Discount
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First Sundays, May 1 and June 5, 10 am - 4 pm
Art in the Park, Torrance Artist's Guild, South Bay Watercolor 
Society, and Torrance Craftsmen's Guild
Columbia Park, 4045 190th St.
	
Saturday, May 14 and Sunday, May 15 (All Day)   
With a theme of Hometown Relay, the American Cancer Soci-
ety's 9th Annual Torrance Relay for Life is a 24-hour team event 
to honor survivors of cancer and remember those who have lost 
their lives to the disease. Teams representing businesses, schools, 
community organizations and other groups participate by raising 
funds for the American Cancer Society and providing volunteers 
who each agree to spend an hour walking (or jogging) around 
a track for the 24 hours of the event. With entertainment and 
on-going activities the Relay for Life is a community festival for a 
cause.
South High School, Torrance

Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 21, 10 am-7 pm and Sunday, May 
22, 10 am-3 pm
52nd Annual Armed Forces Day Military Exhibits on display, 
including aircrafts, vehicles, and support equipment
Del Amo Fashion Center, lower lot to the rear (west of ) the parking 
structure in Lifestyle Wing

Friday, May 20, 1:30 pm and 7:30 pm
52nd Annual Armed Forces Day Concert: The United States 
Coast Guard Band will perform for free. 
James Armstrong Theatre, 3330 Civic Center Drive.

Saturday, May 21, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
52nd Annual Armed Forces Day Parade: This year's parade will 
continue the tradition in Torrance of honoring the men and wom-
en of our Armed Forces.  

Begins at Crenshaw Boulevard traveling west on Torrance Boule-
vard and ending at Madrona Avenue.  All streets intersecting the 
parade route will be closed the majority of the day.  Torrance's 
parade is the longest-running Armed Forces Day Parade in the 
nation.  As one of few cities designated by the Department of 
Defense, the City of Torrance is proud to honor the men and wom-
en of our nation's Armed Forces.

Saturday, May 21, 8 pm 
Fundraiser Symphony Idol, Torrance Symphony Association
James Armstrong Theatre

Saturday, May 28, 8:00 pm
Shake, Rattle & Roll! A Rockin' Tribute to the King!
Scot Bruce celebrates what made Elvis not only the King of Rock 
and Roll, but the King of cool! 
Norris Theatre

Wednesday, June 8, 7 pm
Refinancing Options, Riviera Homeowners Association
Richardson School

Sunday, June 19, 7 pm 
The Feminine Ending, Los Cancioneros Master Chorale
James Armstrong Theatre

Friday, June 17, 5:30 pm 
17th Annual Gala: Cirque du Arts, Torrance Cultural  
Arts Foundation
Enjoy a gourmet dinner by the illustrious Chef Michael Shafer 
of the Depot Restaurant, bid on one-of-a-kind items during our 
silent and live auctions, and revel in the amazing acrobatics of our 
cirque-themed entertainment.  
James Armstrong Theatre

LocalEvents

may
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Kids Art

By  Karen Lent

"Art is the most intense mode of individualism 
that the world has known." Oscar Wilde

In the era of school budget crunching, it's such an asset to have 
artistic enrichment available locally as an after school activity.  
The Kids Art studio on PCH (between Prospect and PV Blvd.) 
has been there for six years. The Director of Kids Art, Anjale 
Perrault, has been delighted to see a continuing increase in 
enrollment.

The Kids Art space is an airy, lively art studio, full of studious 
"artistes" engaging in creative expression.  All the teachers are 
accredited and have been trained by Anjale who was herself 
guided by the Kids Art founder, Ed Warren, of La Canada.

 Kids Art has weekly classes in various media including clay and 
water color. Students learn spacial relationships and develop 
perception and small motor skills which are important enrich-
ments for children. They are taught to draw landscapes, animals 
and cartoon characters. 

Ages taught are from 4 to adult. Classes are geared for after 
school, school breaks and feature seasonal workshops such as 
Halloween and Valentine's Day. There are Spring Break Camps 
and Summer Camps. Fun birthday parties can be arranged.

Anjale, an artist herself, grew up in Pasadena and is a gradu-
ate of UCLA, where she and her husband met. She also is a 
children's book author and illustrator. Anjale's husband, Kevin, 
grew up locally, played soccer and graduated from Peninsula 
High. Anjale is very creative and energetic  which are  perfect 
matches for the business mix of art and children. Mother of 
two boys, she is a "mommy blogger (check out www.thisbiglife.
wordpress.com). Her botanical paintings can be viewed at www.
AnjalePerrault.com

As Pablo Picasso said: "Computers are useless. They can only 
give you answers." Kids Art teaches students to draw and to 
observe the everyday world in a new way;  allowing individual 
exploration and expression. Another Picasso quote sums it up: 
"Art washes away the dust of everyday life."

KidsArt 
1802 S. Pacific Coast Highway 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
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CouponSection

BREAST THERMOGRAPHY
Gentle Adjusting  • Cold Laser Nerve Rehabilitation

  NeuroEmotional Technique (NET) and Customized Nutrition

1848 S. Elena Ave Suite D Redondo Beach  
Call  310 375 4039• www.drdianejordan.com

Beach Cities PlumbingBeach Cities Plumbing
Repairs, Copper Repiping, Remodels & Drain Snaking

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
Free Estimates

Lic#735809 Bonded & Insured

Paul Ragone

310-378-9826
www.BeachCitiesPlumbing@yahoo.com

53 years resident10% discount

24444 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance 90505

(310) 378-2242
www.akaiswimschool.com
Teaching the South Bay to swim since 1957

Lessons, Memberships, Parties

Akai Swim School, Inc.

Ask about our:  Fundraising 
• Group Parties  

Party Size Pizza's • Catering 

310-325-4864 2955 Rolling Hills Rd. (Ralph's Center)
Torrance, CA 90505

LAMPOST PIZZA
est. 1976 �aiMassage

24020 Vista Montana Ave. #A
Torrance, Ca. 90505

(Corner of Anza and PCH)

310-373-4214

Student Rock/Jazz/Blues/Classical Concerts

Peninsula School of Music
31244 Palos Verdes Dr. W. #205 Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca. 90274

310-377-2600 / www.peninsulaschoolofmusic.com

South Bay School of Music
1712 Pacific Coast Hwy, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

310-540-6767 / www.southbayschoolofmusic.com

Instruction For All Ages & Skill Levels  •  Bringing music to the world, one student at a time.

PENINSULA SCHOOL OF MUSIC (310) 377-2600

31244 Palos Verdes Dr. West, #205, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275 | (310) 377-2600
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Photo image of �ve year old piano student performing duet with piano teacher at Peninsula School of Music recital held in Long Beach California

LESSONS OFFERED:

Piano Lessons | Voice Lessons | Guitar Lessons | Bass Lessons | Drum Lessons | Saxophone Lessons | Flute Lessons | Clarinet Lessons | Trumpet Lessons

MUSIC TEACHERS

Piano Teachers | Voice Teachers | Guitar Teachers | Bass Teachers | Drum Teachers | Saxophone Teachers | Flute Teachers | Clarinet Teachers

GROUP CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

Adult Rock Camp at

Guitar School on the Promenade

at Promenade On The Peninsula Center Mall in Rolling Hills Estates in conjunction with Alva's Music

 

Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music is located in the Golden Cove Center, at the corner of Hawthorne and Palos Verdes Drive West, in Rancho Palos Verdes, California.

Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music serves the communities of Rancho Palos Verdes, Rolling Hills, Palos Verdes Estates, Rolling Hills Estates, Palos Verdes Peninsula, Redondo Beach, Torrance, Gardena, Lomita, Wilmington, Harbor City and San Pedro
  
  

Music Camps 2011

Click Here For 2011 Priority Registration                                             

ADULTS ONLY

"GARAGE BAND 101"

Adult Rock Band Classes

click here

Register For Winter - Call Today!

Convenient after school and after work lesson times are available.

"Caleb has been taking guitar at the Colburn School of Performing Arts in downtown LA, so my expectations of a music school are high. Those expectations have been met at Peninsula School of Music. The instructors are serious about music and Caleb loved to participate in the semi-annual jam/recital session."
- Sharon C., Palos Verdes Estates, California

More Testimonials

Learn to Play Music Now

Ask yourself this question:
“How would it feel to be able to play an instrument right now?”
Awesome! That’s the usual answer. Imagine the amazed look on your friends and family’s faces if you picked up your instrument right this instant and started playing yours and everyone’s favorite songs with no e�ort whatsoever.
Even for someone with no prior musical experience our easy to follow instruction makes learning uncomplicated and fun – pretty much e�ortless.

Every instructor at Peninsula School of Music is committed to �nding the approach that works best for each person, and is patient and encouraging. Students can work at their own pace so they never have to feel stressed out.
Pick the style of music and songs you want to play. Whether it’s songs from the Rock Band and Guitar Hero video games, classical, jazz, blues – you name it, we’ll teach it.

Hours of Operation

Monday-Friday, 2 - 9 PM Saturday and Sunday, 9 AM - 6 PM

Alternate lesson times are sometimes available depending on individual instructor schedules. Call us with your speci�c time requests.

Rates, Schedule & Fees

1/2 hour = $30 = $120 per month (four weeks)
1 hour = $60 = $ 240 per month (four weeks)
Some rates may vary depending on invdividual instructor's speciaties.

back to top

Image of Best New Business Award awarded to Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music by vote of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce in 2006

Recognition and Awards

Peninsula School of Music was voted "Best New Business" by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce in 2006. Find out more about us. Call (310) 377-2600 to schedule an appointment today.

back to top

Partial List of Music Teachers
Drum Teachers

Instructor: Gregory Scott Alban
Teaches: Drum Set,  Percussion, Drum technique

Notes: His teachers include jazz legends Joe Morello, Richard Wilson; conga master Jerry Steinholtz; Chuck Flores, Joe Porcaro

Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes. Read more about drum teacher Gregory Scott Alban...
 

Instructor: Je� Perez
Teaches: Drum Set, Hand Drums, Ethnic Percussion

Specialties: drum set for beginners and all ages, hand drumming, ethnic percussion
Bands: Boomer McLennan & the Rhythm Rangers

Other notes: Endorses Ford Drums, Supernatural Cymbals, Los Cabos Drumsticks, The Kelly Shu, The Cympad, Future Sonics In-Ear Monitors

Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes ONLY

Instructor: Allan Ellis
Teaches: Vibraphone, Drums & Percussion

Specialties: Vibraphone and drum set

Styles: jazz, rock, blues, bossa nova, funk
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes ONLY
 

Instructor: Keith Larsen
Teaches: Drum Set, Hand Drums, Ethnic Percussion

Bands: Oedipus

Endorses: Soultone Cymbals
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

back to top
Guitar Teachers
Instructor: Stephanie Pickard
Teaches: Beginner guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Rock, "Shred" Heavy Metal
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes only  

Instructor: Dan Krier
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Ukulele, Improvisation
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Bands: The Black Plate Kings
Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: Storm Rhode
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Improvisation
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes only
 

Instructor: Chris Price
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp

Bands: Automatic Music Explosion
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: Mark Fitchett

www.mark�tchett.net

Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Banjo, Composition, Improvisation, Rock School Summer Camp

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Ahead of the Curve Coaching Program, Composition & Arranging, Jazz Chord Melody, Fusion/Metal Jazz, Standard Jazz, Advanced Placement Music Theory Tutoring (all instruments)

Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Bands: Cult of the Wrong Note, The Mark Fitchett Sextet, Stephanie James and the Mark Fitchett Band, The Campbell Brothers.  Hear Mark Fitchett's fusion acid jazz instrumental guitar rock band Cult of the Wrong Note on CD Baby...

See and hear

Mark Fitchett on Amazon...

Mark Fitchett on ReverbNation...

Mark Fitchett on AudioSparx...
 

Instructor: Ryan Faye
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Ska, reggae, funk, rock

Locations: Redondo Beach ONLY

Bands: Too Rude ... "a �ve-piece band reminiscent of the Clash meets the Bad Brains"

See and hear:

Too Rude on Amazon...

Too Rude on CD Universe...

 

 

 

Instructor: James Christopher
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Bands: The James Christopher Band

Specialties: Jazz, bossa nova, rock

Locations: Long Beach ONLY
 

Instructor: Tim Wingate
Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Rock School Summer Camp
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Jazz, music theory

Locations: Redondo Beach ONLY

back to top
Piano Teachers

Instructor: Leslie Sharp
Teaches: Piano & Voice
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Broadway
Specialties: Vocal technique, sight reading, music theory tutoring (all instruments), piano accompanist, jazz trio

Bands: The Leslie Sharp Jazz Trio
Locations: Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

Instructor: Leeora Kronen
Teaches: Chord-style piano, improvisation, composition

Styles: Jazz, Pop

Specialties: Beginner piano, very young children, pre-school music class, early level Certi�cate of Merit
Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: Lisa Kato

Teaches: Piano, Improvisation, Technique
Styles: Classical, Pop, Jazz
Specialties: Classical technique, rock piano, classical music theory, jazz piano theory, Certi�cate of Merit Preparatory through Advanced Level, MTAC state convention winners, studied with Boris Berlin protege Victor Alexee�
Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 Instructor: Chuck Turner
Teaches: Jazz piano, guitar & jazz band
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop
Specialties: Music Theory Tutoring (all instruments)
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes

Instructor: John Turner

Teaches: Piano, Technique, Theory
Styles: Classical, Pop
Specialties: Beginner piano, classical music theory, preparation for Certi�cate of Merit and National Piano Guild exams
Locations: Long Beach ONLY
 

Instructor: Susan High

Teaches: Beginner through MTAC Certi�cate of Merit Advanced Panel level, piano technique, piano theory
Styles: classical and pop
Specialties: beginner through advanced piano, special needs piano students, classical music theory, studied with concert pianist Peter Serkin
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

Instructor: Kay Ballard
Teaches: beginner piano

Styles: classical

Specialties: beginner, very young children, special needs piano students
Locations: Long Beach ONLY
 

Instructor: Erika Snow
Teaches: beginner piano

Styles: classical

Specialties: solfeggio, beginner, very young children, special needs piano students
Locations: Rancho Palos Verdes and Redondo Beach

back to top
Bass Teachers

Instructor: Russell Lollis
Teaches: Electric & Upright Bass & Guitar

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country, New Orleans

Specialties: Jazz improvisation
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

Instructor: Anthony Shadduck
Teaches: Electric bass, upright bass  and guitar

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country, New Orleans

Specialties: Jazz improvisation
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

Instructor: Mark Fitchett

Teaches: Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar, Banjo, Composition, Improvisation, Rock School Summer Camp

Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Country

Specialties: Composition and Arranging, Jazz Chord Melody, Fusion/Metal Jazz, Standard Jazz, Music Theory Tutoring (all instruments)

Locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
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Voice Teachers

Instructor: Leslie Sharp
Teaches: Piano & Voice
Styles: Jazz, Blues, Rock, Pop, Broadway
Specialties: Vocal technique, sight reading, music theory tutoring (all instruments), piano accompanist, jazz trio

Bands: The Leslie Sharp Jazz Trio
Locations: Long Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
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Woodwinds Teachers (Saxophone, Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet)

Instructor: Terje Lie
Teaches: Saxophone, clarinet, �ute, trumpet, guitar
Styles: Jazz, blues, rock, pop, funk
Specialties: music theory tutoring (all instruments)

Recordings: Urban Vacation (2009), produced by Je� Lorber and multi-grammy winner Jimmy Haslip of the Yellowjackets. Read Starportrait review of Urban Vacation. Buy Urban Vacation on Amazon !
Locations: Redondo Beach, Rancho Palos Verdes
 

Instructor: Mike Resnick
Teaches: Saxophone, clarinet, �ute
Styles: Jazz, blues, rock, pop, funk
Specialties: music theory tutoring (all instruments)
Locations: Long Beach ONLY

 

 

 

back to top

Group Lessons Versus Private Lessons

Group classes include pre-school music, and accomodating two family members simultaneously (father & son, two siblings, mother & daughter, etc.) with one instructor. There are workshops and jam sessions open to all students currently enrolled. The All Ages Jazz Jam - o�ered in the Fall and Summer - gives music students the opportunity to play together as a group and learn jazz improvisation in an ensemble setting.

We still don't charge a registration fee but require new students to come in and register before starting lessons. We supply the majority of guitar and bass instructional material at a very low cost to the student, so you don't have to worry about �nding and buying books and materials. Click Here for information on Getting the Most Out of Music Lessons.
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Preschool Music Classes

Photo image of pre-school music students ages 2 through 4 in classroom at Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music with piano keyboard note assignment

Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music o�ers preschool music classes designed to encourage the musical development and appreciation in children ages two through four. In this group setting, children take critical �rst steps towards socialization, cooperation and group interaction skills. At the same time they are involved in a discipline that develops the brain, intellect and motor skills; improves listening and concentration skills; and enhances math and literacy skills.

Our pre-school music students enjoy the hands-on experience of music.  The children participate in fun musical activities, games and exercises that encourage sensory awareness and support the unique learning styles of their age group.

Through Sound - Hearing, vocalizing, speaking and singing; Improving language, vocal & speech development, memorization skills; Through Sight - Visual games, drawing and coloring, identifying music symbols; Learning spatial relationships & memorization skills;  Through Movement - Dancing, timing and rhythm games; Improving motor skills, timing, balance, spatial concepts & coordination

Children will learn music symbol identi�cation, rhythm, counting, and improvisation while developing basic music skills through encouraged exploration of their individual creative sides. They will learn various musical concepts on keyboards, guitars, stringed instruments and percussion as well as be exposed to other types of instruments and musical styles.

Through singing, moving, listening, and playing musical instruments, our goal is to inspire a love of music that will stay with a child for life.
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Why Take Lessons at Peninsula School of Music?

Here are some of the reasons more parents and students choose our music schools:

   1. Music & The Brain
   2. All Styles Taught - Students get to choose the kind of music they want to learn.
   3. Jazz, Rock & Blues Concerts - We have our very own "School of Rock." For our student recitals we put together a professional band, borrow a venue, and put together a program of student performances on a Sunday afternoon. This an ongoing event up to four times a year. We also do smaller informal in-studio recitals for the less experienced students. These recitals are open to all instrumentalists as well as vocalists. Typically, our shows have a wide variety of musical styles. It is not unusual to hear for example, a heavy metal song followed by something jazzy then followed by a blues number. The students get to choose the music they want to perform. (See a typical set list)
   4. Classical Recitals - Students present various levels of piano recitals throughout the year.
   5. Pre-School Music Classes - Read what parents are saying about our Pre-School Music Program...
   6. Guitar School Instructional Material - The school supplies the guitar and bass students with the necessary material for a low fee, so there is usually no need to buy any extra books.
   7. Fall, Spring & Summer Jazz Series - The All Ages Jazz Jam is a structured music class which instructs students on the art of ensemble improvisation, vis a vis jazz, bossa nova and funk styles.         
   8. Adult Garage Band 101 -
   9. Workshop Classes - Blues, Jazz, Improvisation
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Why Sign Up for Music Lessons Today?
Ask yourself these 3 questions:
"How would it feel seeing your child (or yourself ) learn to play a musical instrument?"
"How much enjoyment will playing music will bring to your child throughout their life?"
"Is it better to start now or keep putting it o�?"
Playing music is a productive, educational activity that contributes to the development of intellect, motor skills, self-esteem and discipline.

Not to mention that it is a creative activity, making better use of time than the internet and most importantly FUN!

There is limited availability as our amazingly popular instructors �ll their schedules fast. Call (310) 377-2600 now and reserve your slot for piano, guitar, drums, voice, bass, or woodwinds lessons today.

Here are the results of an informal poll conducted by our instructors answering the question "Why do you want to take music classes?"  The answer is...
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Guitar Lessons http://theguitarschool.com
These are some of the guitar styles our instructors teach at Peninsula School of Music's Guitar School:
Modern Rock — R & B — Camp�re Guitar — Country — Pop — Folk — Blues — Gospel — Swing — Rockabilly — Funk — Punk — Classic Rock — Metal — Reggae — Ska— Classical — Jazz — Fingerstyle Guitar
We believe that the majority of students get more out of their lessons, and progress at a much faster rate if they can learn the styles of music that they love. Every student is taught the same fundamentals in regards to music theory. The only di�erence is, is that one person may be taught their "do re mi's" with their favorite rock band while another may learn the same basic theory, but with Mozart.

Intermediate & Advanced Guitar Students

Beyond the basics, many guitarists feel that they aren't progressing fast enough in their knowledge and playing abilities; or that what they've learned seems scattered and unrelated.

With special emphasis toward the self-taught guitarist, our more advanced instruction is designed to "�ll in the gaps." Blues, rock and jazz improvisation; performance skills, and practical music theory are the order of the day. Topics include improvisational techniques, scales beyond the pentatonic/blues scales, phrasing, chord progressions, progressive scale techniques, left and right hand technique, triads, arpeggios, intervals, advanced chord forms, rhythm, scale and chord theory, de�nitions, transposition and musical styles.
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Bass Lessons

All of the guitar styles are also taught on the bass. Everything in the "For The More Experienced" applies equally to the more advanced bass student. Slap bass, Funk, Jazz/Blues walking bass are popular styles among bass students. Our bass students are taught to interact with drummers and guitarists. Emphasis is placed on the ability to create bass lines and grooves.
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Ask yourself this question:
“How would it feel to be able to play an instrument right now?”
Awesome! That’s the usual answer. Imagine the amazed look on your friends and family’s faces if you picked up your instrument right this instant and started playing yours and everyone’s favorite songs with no e�ort whatsoever.
Even for someone with no prior musical experience our easy to follow instruction makes learning uncomplicated and fun – pretty much e�ortless.
Every instructor is committed to �nding the approach that works best for each person, and is patient and encouraging. Students can work at their own pace so they never have to feel stressed out.
Pick the style of music and songs you want to play. Whether it’s songs from the Rock Band and Guitar Hero video games, classical, jazz, blues – you name it, we’ll teach it.

All Ages
Peninsula School of Music o�ers programs for everyone, from very young children through working adults and retired senior citizens

All Skill Levels
Instructors are quali�ed to teach beginner to advanced students.

All Styles
We teach all styles of music so you get to choose what most interests you as a student.
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What Can We Do For You?
At Peninsula School of Music, we are dedicated to providing our students with the best possible learning environment. Our highly knowledgeable teachers are committed to �nding the approach that works best for each individual.

Instruction is on a one-on-one basis.

Whether a student just wants to learn enough to have fun playing a few favorite songs, or is an aspiring professional, our instructors will develop a customized music lesson plan especially tailored to �t their speci�c musical needs and interests. Our instructors include university graduates, as well as working professionals with many years of performing, recording and teaching experience.
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Piano Lessons

The Palos Verdes Peninsula School of Music Piano Program

All piano students at Peninsula School of Music are assisted in developing and working towards musical goals. Following are programs which are available for students in the piano program at the school:

Piano Recitals
Quarterly recitals in front of a warm and receptive audience of other students and their families provide a non-threatening opportunity for piano students of all ages and ability levels to perform. Regular recitals (held in both Redondo Beach and Long Beach locations) are wonderful opportunities which keep even the most timid students on track towards their musical goals. All students are given thorough instruction on memorization of piano pieces, practice routines at home, recital dress, behavior and performance practices before giving their �rst "public" performance. photos

Music Teachers Association of California - Long Beach and South Bay Branches
Eligible classical and jazz piano students may compete for scholarships and other honors o�ered by the Music Teachers Association of California's South Bay / Redondo Beach and Long Beach branches. Music Teachers Association -South Bay and Long Beach branches o�er a range of competitive and non-competitive opportunities for student growth. Following are just some of the programs which are available:

Certi�cate of Merit
Southern California Junior Bach Festival
Music Teachers Association Long Beach & South Bay Branch Recitals
Composers Today
Adult Performance Seminar

Piano Concerto Competition - Music Teachers' Association of California
Solo Piano Competition - Music Teachers' Association of California

Piano Sonata / Sonatina Festival

High-achieving piano students may also be invited to perform at the annual Music Teachers Association State Convention. Extremely exceptional piano students may audition for Young Artist Guild (YAG) and Young Composers Guild (YCG) through the Music Teachers Association (see www.MTACLB.org to �nd out more about YAG and YCG).

Southwestern Youth Music Festival (SYMF)
Piano students with strong performance skills (age 7 - 25) compete in the annual Southwestern Youth Music Festival. This extremely popular event draws over 3,400 students each year from all over Southern California to compete for prizes in piano, strings, woodwinds and vocal divisions.

National Piano Guild Auditions
All eligible piano students participate in annual National Piano Guild Auditions. This venerable program began in the 1930's and is popularly known as "National Piano Guild". Guild "Auditions" are sponsored by the National Guild of Piano Teachers division of the American College of Musicians, and are held by appointment only in selected locations in the Redondo Beach / Long Beach areas May through June of each year.

Piano Teachers at The Piano Program
Our piano teachers are members of the Music Teachers Association of California, the National Guild of Piano Teachers (American College of Musicians), and Southwestern Youth Music Festival, and are well-versed in the curriculum and performance requirements for National Piano Guild, Southwestern Youth Music Festival, Certi�cate of Merit, and other above-mentioned programs.

Music Theory Tutoring For All Instruments
Tutoring for AP music theory high school students is o�ered at Peninsula School of Music.  Partial Listing of Music Theory Topics:four-part writing, modal counterpoint, tonal counterpoint, key signatures, scales, chord progressions, chords triads-13ths, arpeggios, intervals, advanced chord voicings, rhythm, scale and chord theory, de�nitions, eartraining, sight-singing, use of modes in composition, song writing and arranging.

We also o�er tutoring for beginning music theory students.
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Autism Spectrum Disorder and Other Special Needs Students

In the last 10 years at South Bay School of Music (�ve years at Long Beach and four years at Peninsula School of Music), our instructors have had many opportunities to work with special needs children, especially those with autism spectrum disorder.

Our music schools are run with the philosophy that all students are not alike and should be educated in the way that is most helpful to the student; that group or classroom instruction is not as individualized as most students need in order for them to achieve the greatest success; and �nally, that all instruction should be on a one-on-one basis so as to fully focus on a students speci�c needs and interests.

This customized approach to teaching �ts the special needs students since no one program or approach will bene�t all students, special needs or not. One-on-one music lessons in a regular music school environment are an opportunity for these students to participate in a mainstream activity without the distraction of other students in the room. Some of our instructors have taught for Pedriatic Therapy Network's "Camp Escapades" held at Seaside Elementary School in Torrance.

Pictured here: Peninsula School of Music owner Mark Fitchett giving a lecture at the Autistic Society of Long Beach
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School Band Instruction

Jazz Band | Orchestra | Marching Band
Peninsula School of Music o�ers instruction on the following band instruments:

Woodwinds Baritone Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Alto Saxophone, Soprano Saxophone, Flute, Piccolo, Clarinet; Brass Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone Horn, Tuba

Percussion; Strings Double Bass, Cello, Viola, Violin

Director of Band Music Programs: Terje Lie  | www.terjelie.com
Private music lessons are essential to a young musician’s growth. Often the only musical
instruction students receive is from a public school’s band director, faced with too many kids in the music class and a limited amount of time to devote to each individual student. To really progress, a student needs private, one-on-one instruction in conjunction with what instruction is o�ered in primary school programs.
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Summer Guitar Workshop

Guitar e�ects; what they are and how to use them
Playing in a jam band (click here to see video)
Soloing technique
Improvisation
Styles
Piano Technique for Guitarists
Jamming The Blues

Summer Camps
Instructor and Guest Performances
The instructors perform small informal shows to expose the students to di�erent styles of music. Other musical guests (subject to availability) will also perform.

Jam Sessions
For the intermediate to advanced students; this will be an opportunity to get together with other student musicians and play. All students are welcome to come and listen.

Consultations
There are instructors available (in person or by phone) if students need extra help on their assignments.
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PENINSULA SCHOOL OF MUSIC (310) 377-2600

Located in the Golden Cove Center, 31244 Palos Verdes Drive West, Rancho Palos Verdes, California
     
         X      
OTHER L&M LOCATIONS      SOUTH BAY SCHOOL OF MUSIC     GUITAR SCHOOL OF ROLLING HILLS     LONG BEACH SCHOOL OF MUSIC        
 

AdvertiseHerewww.n2pub.com

Monday-Friday 9:00am - 8:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

Palos Verdes Medical GroupPalos Verdes Medical Group
Family Care Specialists

Open 7 Days a Week

550 Deep Valley Drive Ste 319
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274

Allergy • Asthma • Pediatrics • ADHD • Internal Medicine

Dr. Lawrence Sher • Dr. Monica Saad • Dr. Laurence Gorlick

310.544.6858

EXTENDED HOURS FOR YOUR URGENT CARE
(LOCATED IN THE PROMENADE OF THE PENINSULA)



MONTHLY
DUES AS
LOW AS $60$60


